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Research and Workshop on Postharvest Management of the Royal Project Important Crops
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Abstract

The research and workshop on postharvest management of the Royal Project
important crops was aimed at conducting research and developing appropriate and
effective postharvest procedures throughout the supply chain and analyzing with the
participation of farmers and relevant officials, the feasibility of practical
implementation of postharvest procedures synthesized from research methodology.
The research was carried out in 2 activities. The first activity began with a data
survey as these produces move along the supply chain, followed by recording loss
percentage of the four produce namely cos lettuce, broccoloni, chye-sim and
strawberry at each stage of supply chain, consequently, evaluating losses and
analyzing causes. Type of losses was categorized by physical damage, physiological
deterioration, plant and insect-related diseases; and others. With the analysis to find
out best practices to minimize losses, the process will be repeated according to
appropriate methodology to testify postharvest best practices. The second activity
investigated the feasibility study of implementing research suggested postharvest
procedures, under participation of farmers and relevant extension workers, of the five
vegetables including spinach, baby bok choy, broccoli, head lettuce and cabbages.
The draft manual of practical postharvest best practices of the five vegetables was
developed with the participatory sub-group meeting between farmers and relevant
officers. The survey indicated that the postharvest loss of broccolini counts 33.96 per
cent including under-utilized parts and/or short of minimum quality standards and
physical damages. The stage where damages mostly take place was at the
Development Center.  The research suggested techniques decreases the loss
percentage to only 11.44 per cent. The postharvest damage of the chye-sim along the
supply chain reckons 48.18 per cent and major damage was the physical one. The
supply chain point which losses frequently occur was the Royal Project Development
Center. As the recommended techniques were implemented, the total loss reduces to
34.88 per cent. The postharvest loss of cos-lettuce was found at 86.24 per cent as a
result of plant diseases including skin flaws from spot disease, and other physical
damages. The phase in supply chain which damages were found was farmland and
the packing house in Bangkok. With the techniques suggested in the study research,
the loss percentage significantly goes down to only 30 — 40 per cent. According to



the survey, the postharvest damage percentage of strawberry was found at 43.77, and
the major loss found was the physical one at 18.06 per cent. The supply chain spot
where damages were found was farmland. However, after the fruit was delivered to
Bangkok, the physical damage was mainly found at 11.75 per cent. The research
suggested techniques could significantly cut down on the physical damage to only
2.09 per cent.

The feasibility of implementing the research suggested techniques for the five
produce namely cabbage, head lettuce, spinach, broccoli and baby bok choy was
conducted under the participation of farmers and relevant officers. The participatory
process was carried out through interviews and sub-group meeting of extension
workers promoting crop production, and the packing house workers at different Royal
Project Development Centers where each crop was growing. There were 72 farmers;
and total 26 crop production promoting officers and packing house workers
participated in the interview sessions and sub-group meeting; and the practical

postharvest manual was subsequently drafted.



	ส่วนนำ
	ส่วนเนื้อความและบริหารโครงการ



