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Abstract

The study aims to assess relevance of the objectives of Royal Project
establishment and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and particular focus on
poverty reduction in Mae Hae Royal Development Centre. Mix methods of research
methodology are descriptive analysis, structured questionnaire and focus groups. The
sample of interview is 143 farmers in 6 villages. The focus groups included former
chiefs of Mae Hae Development Centres, pioneer farmers who spotligshted poverty
situation, illicit crop cultivation, inequality and transformative changes.

The study reveals that the objectives of Royal Project establishment directly in
relevance to 6 SDGs namely poverty reduction, ending hunger, decent work and
economic growth, reduced inequality, responsible consumption and production and
life on land while the other 10 SDSs are related in impact. As for poverty reduction in
pilot communities in Mae Hae Development Centre, 71% of household has food
secured while 29% has decreased food shortage from 3-4 months to 1-2 months. The
farmers are able to access various varieties of food crops, vegetables, fruits and meat.
As for income set at the target 1.1 defines all forms of poverty shall be eradicated by
2030. Poverty refers to a person who earns living less than $1.25 per day. The study
discloses that before joining the Royal Project extension programs, 91% of farmer
earned less than $1.25 a day. After adoption of the Royal Project’s alternative crops
and livestocks including off farm activities, farmer’s income increased. In 2015 and
2020, 73% and 81% of farmers earned more than $1.25 per person per day accordingly.
The largest proportion earned $2.41-3.58 per person per day.

The success of development programs in Mae Hae Development Centre
comprises of 9 factors; selection of appropriate crops, diverse market channels,
pre-test of research results before outreach, capacity building of farmers and collective
cooperative groups, revolving fund and source of credit support, on field extension
services with experienced officers, inclusiveness of program beneficiaries, trust among
farmers and officers as well as integration of plan and budget of government agencies.
As a result, pilot communities have become learning hub on alternative crops,

environmental-friendly production and young farmer engagement.
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